A new synthesis of N-alkyl 4-methyl-1,4-dihydropyridines utilizing sec-aminodienyl esters with crotonaldehyde.
The reactions of sec-aminodienyl esters 3 with crotonaldehyde (4) afforded N-alkyl 3-[2-(methoxycarbonyl)ethenyl]-4-methyl-1,4-dihydropyridines 5, providing a new azaelectrocyclization reaction.